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Annual Parish Meeting 

Mayors Report. 

I would like to welcome everyone present to this 2021 annual parish meeting. 

It has been a long time since the last APM and in that time we have all 

experienced some extraordinary events that have affected the whole world 

and possibly every individual in our town. 

The covid pandemic has touched our lives and influenced everything we have 

done over the last 14 or so months and will do possibly for many years to 

come. 

It has shaped the way we shop, travel, work and play and it has affected the 

way we govern. 

Dartmouth Town Council has played a small part in keeping everyone safe and 

ensuring our community has been able to reach the various help they needed. 

At the height of the pandemic and indeed throughout lockdown and after 

lockdown, one person was an ever constant here in the office, Jools has 

manned the phone everyday answering questions, dealing with the problems 

and difficulties our townsfolk met liaising with SHDC, DCC and the various 

organizations in and around town dishing out refuse sacks and many many 

more things, thank you. 

We facilitated Dartmouth Caring and Dartmouth Foodbank in the Guildhall and 

Ivy Lane and allowed them to use the premises at no charge.  

We allowed Health Care Professionals to use the showers in RAG so they could 

shower and sanitize between visits and at the end of shifts. 

Our Gardening and Maintenance Teams have worked very hard in keeping the 

council’s buildings, the Market Square and the gardens and grounds in a very 

good state while suffering staff shortages due to self-isolation issues so a big 

thank you must also go out to them. 

Despite everything DTC has been remarkably busy, over the last 2 years Cllrs 

have organized 2 highly successful fiver fests encouraging people to shop 

locally with over 50 businesses taking part, with a 3rd planned for the next 

month or so. 
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Working with the community the NP is nearing the preliminary completion of 

the doc and the pre consultation doc. 

Once completed the NP it will give the council powers to guide the way 

forward of how this towns future is planned and implemented, and how we 

wish to proceed. 

 

Cllrs have set up the Dartmouth Recovery Forum with SHDC Cllrs Tourism 

experts and business leaders to help our towns recovery post covid. 

We are on the verge of being awarded VGS for the community orchard 

protecting it for future generations from development. 

We have also set up the Manor Gardens Working Group to protect this much-

loved community space with the hope of getting full protection in the near 

future. 

We have reworked the Market policy and helped bring a hugely successful new 

farmers market to the town. 

Our communications have improved with residents including Facebook posts 

about council activity and decisions. 

Cllrs have resurrected the defunct sports forum to look at ways to use S106 

money to possibly include a new skate park a 2G hockey pitch upgrades to 

existing facilities and the building of a clubhouse as a hub for all to use. 

We have given grants to many organizations and events in the town, and 

started a sponsorship scheme for, initially the larger, more established events. 

 

We are hoping to have the remaining 3 sites for defibs up and running before 

the summer season which I believe will give us a total of nine in dart and 

Townstal. 

 

The HWBC has its groundbreaking ceremony at the end of this month which 

will lead to improved health care for all. 

However, the protection of Dartmouth interest in the community hospital is 

still forefront to ensure it can become an asset for Dartmouth. 
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We were able to ensure there was no loss of parking spaces at the HWBC 

which would have had a huge impact on visitor numbers. 

Ongoing is the campaign for improved bus transport with a proposal prepared 

for a Dartmouth Area Bus and connections to Torbay. 

 

Staying on the theme of transport the lack of forward planning for EV charging 

points has been highlighted by Cllrs and members of the public and we have 

had site surveys at 4 locations to see about substantially increasing EV charging 

points. 

And we working with SHDC and others to make it a reality. 

 

We are in the final steps to initialize and bring online the CCTV system for the 

town with a view to extending it up to Townstal at a future date, 

The system installed at present is looking to be fully operational within the 

next few weeks. 

 

There are other, more administrative things that have been done and are being 

done to make the council run more efficiently now and in the future. 

 

At the council we have welcomed 3 new members of staff Jools, Richard and 

Ryan and have said farewell to Dave ‘Whiskey’ Walker who has retired, and I 

can bear witness personally, is happily tending his asparagus up at the 

allotments. 

 

A big thank you to Charlie who, as well as loads of other especially important 

things for this council has worked tirelessly both at home and in the office, to 

tailor the new scheme of delegation so it is fit for purpose.  

I would like to thank Ruth who constantly and calmly steers me thru the 

sometimes-choppy waters of local government. 

Richard, I have never seen so many post-it notes!! Testament to the amount of 

work involved in properties management Thank you. 
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Katie, is known as the child because of her age, and to avoid the virus risk has 

been coming in to the office at night to work thank you.  

And Ali once again you have kept this council on a sound financial footing and 

one of the best in a financial sense in the entire country thank you. 

In fact, I must commend the entire office team who work and support each 

other in a fantastic way and pull together to make sure the offices of DTC run 

smoothly and correctly. 

 

Thanks also must go to DGP for their contribution to the great floral displays 

they provide every year that enhance the beauty of our town. 

To Dartmouth Caring, Dartmouth Foodbank, Dartmouth comm chest and Karl 

and Deborah Stone of the Flavel Church for feeding and caring for our 

community both before, during and onwards in the days ahead. 

 

To Capt Readwin and BRNC for his unwavering support for the town and of 

myself personally. 

Thank you to my fellow Cllrs for all your hard work and diligence over the last 

two years. 

 

A very special Thank you to Ron my Town Sergeant always at my side, always a 

rock and support. despite my choice of shirts, his sense of humour is intact and 

he always keeps ‘singing in the rain’! 

 

Finally, my sincerest thanks must go to my long-suffering wife Jayne, the 

Mayoress, who has had to put up with, well, me.!! 

 

We have enjoyed some lovely days out and about Mayoring  

And we have been privileged to attend some lovely functions as 

representatives of our Town. 

We wish all the very best for the future of Dartmouth and the many colourful 

and exciting things that the future holds. 


