
TO CONSIDER THE NEW RESTRICTIONS FOR CAMPERVANS ON THE NORTH EMBANKMENT 
Cllr Adam Edsall 
 
Background 
Within days of the new signage being put up both myself and our District Councillors have had 
complaints from local campervan owners about the "draconian" new restrictions. I believe these 
restrictions, in their current form, are a sledgehammer to crack a nut. Personally, I see no problem 
with camper vans remaining overnight on the North Embankment in the summer months because 
the basic 2-hour parking regime automatically limits them to a stay between 4pm and 10am each 
day, thus preventing them from staying more than one night. Out of season, if we are concerned 
that campers may out stay their welcome then the simple solution is to put a maximum stay of 24 
hours on any camper vans so as to prevent them from staying more than a single night. 
 
I don't believe that there is any evidence that there campers are creating a litter problem and all of 
the ones I have spoken to use the Coronation Park toilet facilities therefore not in any way 
inconveniencing the local population. In addition, everyone knows that camper-vanners often have 
good levels of disposable income and therefore they provide a valuable revenue to the shops, pubs 
and restaurants in town. 
 
However, I am aware that my opinion is not shared by all councillors (although 5 of them have never 
had the chance to speak on this issue), so in that case I would like to propose some changes to the 
current "draconian" regulations: 
 
1. Currently if you drive a campervan you are restricted from parking from 6pm until 8am. This is 
totally unfair as a car driver can park on the North Embankment in the evening and enjoy a meal or 
visit to a pub without sanction. The legislation was purely designed to prevent campers from staying 
overnight but these current restrictions place a much greater burden on them. There is no reason 
why the restrictions need to be longer than 12 Midnight to 6am, allowing Van users to come into 
town to enjoy the nightlife without being penalised. 
 
2. In the first week of restrictions I understand at least 5 vans were ticketed. I believe this is entirely 
because of the poor signage. The signs are too small and should be sited directly below the parking 
regulation signs which is where anyone would seek to look for restrictions and not randomly fixed to 
other lamp posts along that stretch of road. This is just plain stupid and unfair. A great way to make 
money, but also one to alienate a valuable group of visitors to the town. 
 
So in conclusion I would like to propose that we change the regulations either to allow 24 hour stays 
for camper vans or failing that to reduce the onerous time restrictions and improve the signage. I 
understand I have the backing of both Hilary and Jonathan in relation to this issue. 
 
And why is this so important to go to the October meeting? Because for these restrictions to be 
amended they must form part of this Autumn's TRO and for that to happen DTC need to vote on 
these changes before the end of October. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 


