
Report for Full Council on 4th October 2021 

Reasons To support a joint NHS/DTC Leaflet regarding the future of the former hospital site  

 

There has been some frank discussion on the merits of a joint NHS/ DTC engagement leaflet a 

revised draft of which has been circulated to you all prior to this meeting. At present it is merely a 

draft but as I hope you will see – it is very clear that a community bid to redevelop the former 

Hospital site, is at this stage, hypothetical and that any community element of that bid is also, at this 

stage, merely theoretical. It also stresses that if the DTC bid were to succeed then commercial 

development would have to be a part of the sites redevelopment in order to fund the community 

element we hope to include.  I should like to remind you all that we are having these conversations 

with both the NHS Trust and local stakeholders right now and I firmly believe that the town has a 

right to know what is happening with the hospital site and how its elected representatives are 

working to try and ensure that there is some community benefit to the site, that’s known as 

openness and transparency!   I am certain that the residents of Dartmouth and the surrounding 

villages are intelligent to enough to understand that, at the moment, a community bid is a possibility 

as opposed to an actuality.  I also think they have a right to be informed as far as possible as to what 

a community bid might look like. How can you ask someone whether they support a community bid 

if they have no clue as to what a community bid could offer the town? 

In fact it is easy to assume that everyone who lives in Dartmouth and of course the surrounding 

villages is fully aware of what is happening with the hospital site but you would be surprised  at how 

many local people  don’t read the Chronicle , visit our website or look at the DTC Facebook page.  A 

leaflet is the only way to inform the majority of affected residents what the status is of the hospital 

site This joint leaflet is a fantastic opportunity to reach every house hold in Dartmouth, Kingswear, 

Blackawton, Dittisham, Stoke Fleming, Strete and Cornworthy and appraise them of the current 

status of the Hospital site. Even better the cost of producing and distributing this leaflet will be 

borne by the NHS Trust NOT DTC.   

We are assuming that the Town and surrounding villages would support a community but surely that 

in itself is undemocratic?  Should our bid succeed, we will already know which options for the 

Community use the town favours, so won’t have to do our own survey. Also, this area is home to 

some very wealthy individuals perhaps the leaflet might alert them to a possible investment 

opportunity that would also have an altruistic element? 

I would never wish to mislead anyone or create false hope which is why I have been meticulous to 

stress throughout the leaflet that we are talking possibilities as opposed to actualities. However, I do 

think the town has a right to know what the Town Council hopes to achieve and that it is actively 

working very hard to try and ensure that the former site of our much-missed hospital in part at least 

will continue to serve the community. 

 

Cllr Cathy Campos 


