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As the parent or carer of a pupil in
Year 5 we are delighted to
be able to offer you the
opportunity to tour

Dartmouth Academy before the
end of the summer term.

To book one of our guided school
tours please scan in the QR code,

or go to our website:
www.dartmouthacademy.org.uk

and click on
Parents/Book a Tour for Years 5.

Year 5

T: 01803 839700
Milton Lane, Dartmouth TQ6 9HW
www.dartmouthacademy.org.uk
E: admin@dartmouthacademy.org.uk

Book a Tour

HAYTOR VIEW
FARM
Dittisham

DB will move heaven
and earth for you
Tel: 07866 741269

More time needed
on hospital’s fate

‘It’s important people
get the chance to 
have their say’

by Kate Cotton

MORE time is needed to explore 
options for the future of Dartmouth 
and Kingswear Hospital – includ-
ing possible key worker accommo-
dation and almshousing – before 
responding to an NHS programme 
to sell the site, according to town 
councillors. 

At the full Dartmouth Town 
Council meeting on Monday coun-
cillors discussed a Torbay and 
South Devon NHS Foundation 
Trust “programme of engagement” 
on the future of the buildings, and 
backed a letter by Cllr Ged Yardy to 
request extra time. 

Torbay and South Devon NHS 
Trust is looking to recoup £1million 
towards the town’s new £4.8mil-
lion health and wellbeing centre 

through the sale of the site, while 
balancing the “social value” for the 
community. Any other profits from 
the site will be dispersed through 
Torbay and South Devon NHS. 

A trust spokesperson said: “We 
know what happens to the site of 
the former Dartmouth and King-
swear Hospital is important to the 
local community and the future of 
the town. We want to find a bal-
ance in the re-development plan 
between achieving market value 
and providing social value for local 
people and communities.   

“We’ll work on options and then 
review them together to shortlist a 
number of re-development options 
which are realistic and feasible to 
deliver.” 

The spokesperson said a stake-
Continued on page 3 

Eight pages of
news and pictures

from the show
l LEFT: Nine-year-old 
Daniel White from Won-
well Court Farm, King-
ston, near Kingsbridge 
who picked up the 
Junior Handler Award 
on the final day of the 
Devon County Show

l RIGHT: Some of the 
people we met at the 
Devon County Show. 
Were you among them? 
Turn to page 26

l See our 8-page special 
of the show on pages 19 
to 26

POLICE have 
released this 
latest picture 
of the woman 
found dead in 
woodland in 
Salcombe as 
they continue 
investigations

See page 5

Body
in the
woods
latest

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR

BUSINESS HERE
PLEASE CALL

JANE
ON

07968 822557
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Call today to have
your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga
professionally

cleaned
Martin Simpson
Tel. 01803 446062

Mob. tel. 07446 281521
www.ovenwizards.com

CAR BOOT SALE
SUNDAY 18 JULY

‘CUTTERY’ EAST ALLINGTON
TQ9 7QD on A381

£5 CAR BOOT £10 VAN SELLERS 9.00 AM
Sellers must provide sanitizers

PUBLIC 10.00 AM £1 per car for Public
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

Subject to all current Covid-19 Guidelines
Queries: 07970 692203

KINGSBRIDGE
PHYSIOTHERAPY

CLINIC

Physiotherapy
Clinical Sports Injury

Rehabilitation

HCPC Reg Physiotherapist
Chartered Physiotherapist

Telephone 01548 581175

Westcountry
Self

Storage

Westcountry
Self

Storage
Dry, secure, internal and

container self storage
From

£10.00
per week

(plus VAT)
For details telephone

01803 813943
Totnes Road, Ipplepen

Newton Abbot TQ12 5TN
On A381 Totnes to

Newton Abbot main road
www.westcountryselfstorage.co.uk 

Continued from page 1
holder engagement group 
had been set up to discuss 
options, which will then be 
put to all residents. A final 
decision will be made by the 
Trust’s board of directors at 
a public meeting in October 
2022. 

In the Guildhall meeting 
on Monday Cllr Ged Yardy, 
a member of the engagement 
group, said the initial time-
scale was not only too short 
to collect ideas but also fell in 
the peak summer months. 

“It effectively means the 
engagement process will be 
taking place over July and 
August, our busiest period,” 
Cllr Yardy told the meeting. 
“This is not a sufficient per-
iod of time to engage the 
people of Dartmouth and 
explore all options. 

“I’ve spoken to Sir Richard 
Ibbotson, chair of the NHS 
Trust, who’s offered to 
extend the engagement per-
iod by a month, which is still 
woefully short. I believe the 
period should be extended to 
collate ideas. 

“There’s some innovative 
ideas being put forward, 
including from Dartmouth 
United Charities for alms-
housing. We need to make 
sure all points are clearly 
received. 

“It’s important the people 
of Dartmouth get chance to 
contact those that influence 
and those that make deci-
sions.” 

Councillors discussed the 
need for a Minor Injuries 
Unit, including x-ray provi-
sion, in the town. This will 
be added to Cllr Yardy’s let-
ter to the NHS Trust, and 
forwarded to MP Anthony 

Mangnall.  
Cllr Yardy said the NHS 

struggles to recruit local staff 
and “radiographers are as 
rare as hen’s teeth”. 

Cllr Dawn Shepherd said 
Dartmouth needs more hos-
pital key worker accommo-
dation to attract staff, who 
cannot afford to live in the 
area.  

Cllr Cathy Campos added: 
“The important thing is the 
NHS is trying to steamroll 
the consultation period 
through. We need to try to 
push that back, so every-
one has a chance to speak.” 
She suggested Cllr Yardy’s 
letter be made available for 
residents to download and 
send to the MP. 

Devon County and South 
Hams Cllr Jonathan Hawkins 
asked Town Mayor Graham 
Webb to call a public meeting 
in St Saviours in September 
for views to be aired and 
considered. 

After the meeting Cllr 
Hawkins said: “The trust’s 
proposal for consultation is 

totally unacceptable and we 
ask them to extend this into 
the autumn. 

“The old hospital site is a 
once in a generation oppor-
tunity and the town needs 
to carefully consider how 
this important site can be 
redeveloped. It’s essential 
that we get this right and we 
must all work together. 

“Dartmouth is in need 
of key worker’s accommo-
dation, social rented homes 
and new sheltered housing. 
We urge the Trust to give 
Dartmouth and its residents 
time to come forward with a 
plan.” 

 The community hospital 
was closed in 2017. There’s 
a covenant on a small part 
of the site on the corner of 
Hauley Road which states 
that the land shall be held in 
perpetuity for the use and 
benefit of the Dartmouth and 
Kingswear Hospital. This use 
can be through housing of 
health workers or education, 
as well as direct patient care.

‘More time 
to decide fate
of hospital’

COMMUNITY groups and 
charities are being invited by 
Dartmouth Town Council to 
tender for a long-term hire 
of Ivy Lane, an underused 
building in the centre of 
town. 

The building was trans-
ferred to Dartmouth Town 
Council from Devon County 
Council in 2014 with a coven-
ant that it was to be used for 
the benefit of the community 
of Dartmouth. 

Since then it’s only been 
used by a few community 
groups, most notably as a 
youth club.

Dartmouth Town Council 
Clerk Charlie Pritchard-Wil-
liams said: “It’s a real waste 
that this centrally-located 

space is not being utilised for 
the benefit of the community. 
While it stands empty it’s 
costing the town council, and 
ultimately Dartmouth’s tax 
paying residents, money.

“We’re sure it would pro-
vide a great central base for 
one or more community or 
charitable organisations. 

“We’re keen to publicise 
that Ivy Lane is available to 
rent on a long-term basis and 
hope that it will attract some 
interest. 

“It would be marvellous to 
see this lovely building serv-
ing the community.”

The building comprises a 
large and airy ground floor 
space with fully equipped 
kitchen, toilets and large 

storage cupboard. There’s 
no parking and pedestrian 
access is via Ivy Lane.

Cllr Cathy Campos added: 
“Ivy Lane has never been 
fully utilised but costs the 
council thousands of pounds 
a year. 

“It’s there for the commun-
ity to enjoy and use.

“Currently its running 
costs are around £8,000 per 
annum. For a prime, cen-
trally-located property of 
that size in Dartmouth those 
costs are low, but to date 
have been almost complete-
ly absorbed by Dartmouth 
Town Council.

“We hope by publicising 
that we are looking for ten-
ders it will remind the many 

community organisations 
in Dartmouth that there is 
a really terrific community 
space on their doorstep. 

“If Ivy Lane continues to 
be as underused as it is at 
the moment the town council 
will need to reassess its long-
term future.”

Rates of hire will be 
dependent on the length of 
agreement and space require-
ments. The deadline for 
applications is July 30.

For further information, 
viewings or to tender a bid 
for Ivy Lane please contact 
DTC Properties Manager 
Richard Roberts on 01803 
832281 or via emailproper-
tiesmanager@dartmouth-
towncouncil.gov.uk

Can you help make 
the most of this 

community build-
ing?

Help make good use of building

FLOTILLAS of boats and 
four days of celebrations 
will mark The Queen’s Plat-
inum Jubilee in Dartmouth 
next June.

Town councillors voted 
unanimously in favour at 
the full council meeting on 
Monday to approve a work-
ing group to organise events 
for the four-day bank holi-
day next year, from June 2 
to 5.

At the meeting in the 
ballroom at Dartmouth 
Guildhall Cllr Mandy Web-
ber laid out her vision for 
such a group.

She said: “It’s not till 
June next year but a lot 
of things need organising. 
We’re a royal town with a 
royal naval college and the 
group will organise events 
to reflect that.”

Cllr Webber said the 
working group should 
include three town council-
lors, including herself, and 
other representatives from 
across the town. She’d been 
waiting for Covid restric-
tions to be lifted to start 
getting a group and plans 
together.

She requested Cllr 
Sophie Rennie, because of 
her strong connection with 
BRNC, and Cllr Sally Hib-
bert, because of her experi-
ence organising Dartmouth 
Day two years ago, to join 
the group. The two coun-
cillors accepted and were 
backed unanimously by all 
other councillors present at 
the meeting.

Cllr Webber said she 
plans the events to be “cost 
neutral”, utilising land and 
assets the town council 
already owns.

Once fully formed, the 
group will regularly meet 
and report back to Dart-
mouth Town Council.

Flotillas
to mark
Queen’s

royal
jubilee

Notice of AGM
‘Ivybridge&District Community

Transport Association’
Registered Charity Number 1123577

(known as ‘Ivybridge &District Ring & Ride’),
incorporating ‘TheWest Dart Community Bus’

Will hold their AGM
onTuesday 27th July 2021

at 7:30PM
in Ivybridge TownHall.
See our Websitewww.ringandride.net

for proposed motion amendment to the constitution
or contact the office on 01752 690 444

or info@ringandride.net to for proposed motions
or to arrange transport.

CAR
BOOT SALE
Kingsbridge Quay

Every Sunday
until

12th September

9am-12 noon

£6 per car

Sellers from 8am


