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To Torbay South Devon NHS Foundation Trust 
Thursday 8th July 2021 
 
 
To whom it may concern: Torbay South Devon NHS Foundation Trust (TSDFT), copy to South 
Hams District Council, Devon County Council, Anthony Mangnall MP and Stakeholders,  
 
At the Full Council meeting for Dartmouth Town Council (DTC) on Monday 5th July 2021, I was 
tasked with expressing feedback on the TSDFT proposed engagement process and FAQ 
regarding the old hospital, site Zion Place and the new HWBC in Dartmouth.  
 
We are sure that TSDFT understand that DTC has a moral and legal responsibility to represent 
the best interests of the town and to accurately reflect the views of its residents. 
 
Statements of feedback:  

• Recognition of the need for change, and a visionary development of the site for the 
best social value for of the residents of Dartmouth. 

• Opposition to the lifting of the covenant on the old hospital (there is no solution on 
the table with which to judge the benefits). The people of Dartmouth gifted the site 
to the NHS upon its formation, and the site should therefore be retained for “hospital 
use”.   

• The hospital site is a very emotive issue for the residents of Dartmouth and any local 
perception that the future use of this site fails to take into account the wishes of the 
community risks being a considerable PR failure for TSDFT.  

• The proposed public engagement over July, August, early September 2021 remains 
too short and is not sufficient for the purpose of engaging with the public, ascertaining 
their views and acting in their best interests with regards to the future use of the old 
hospital site. 

• The lack of access to a nearby MIU and transport causes many examples of avoidable 
suffering, the current solutions are insufficient. There is a need to explore the 
provision of NHS services for the lower town e.g. seasonal MIU services for the 
summer.  

• The need for truly affordable housing to attract key workers to support our ageing 
population and house residents of Dartmouth who are on Dartmouth salaries.  Not 
second home owners. 



• Create a solution that incorporates key local charities and businesses in a consortia 
(DTC, Dartmouth United Charities (DUC) and others and that such a solution could 
include education, social housing, small businesses. 

• Lack of evidence/statistics to support the current proposed services e.g. access to 
beds, MIU etc. 

 
DTC request: 
 

1. That TSDFT extend the public engagement period of the process up to at least 
December 2021.  

2. That TSDFT broaden the engagement to include a public exercise with direct 
engagement with the residents of Dartmouth. Please show and communicate the 
plans and include public meetings in August and September. 

3. Stakeholder group to review the results and option development. 
4. That DTC Cllrs join the planned workshops and engagement activities. 
5. Key documents to be supplied in a timely manner such as the Development Brief, 

options, to allow a review of criteria in advance of meetings. 
6. The review includes a full review of the codicils and suitable land usage. 

 

If a solution is found, then this will have a beneficial effect on the public perception of the 
TSDFT, improve communications and encourage broader cooperation and support. 
 
We sincerely hope that you can see your way to finding a mutually agreeable solution as soon 
as possible. 
 
 
This letter is sent on behalf of Cllr Ged Yardy and Cllr Andrea Cates  
 
 
Kind regards 

 
Mrs Charlie Pritchard-Williams 
Town Clerk to Dartmouth Town Council 


