
Full Council – Monday 1st March 2021 

 

Item:  

To Consider an Application to SHDC for a Boundary Review to move the new 

Baker Estate into the Parish of Dartmouth 

 

Dear Councillors, 

During the recent discussions surrounding the development of the Dartmouth 

Neighbourhood Plan it has become apparent that an anomaly has been 

created by the building of the new Little Cotton Farm Development. This 

development is situated on the edge of Dartmouth, whilst actually being within 

the Stoke Fleming Parish area, due to the current drawing of the boundary. 

The 480 houses planned for this site will house upwards of 1000 new residents 

to the town, all of whom will rely on the facilities and services currently 

provided and paid for by DTC and therefore by the people of Dartmouth 

through their council taxes. By contrast, simply by looking at a map, it is very 

clear that the facilities and services provided by Stoke Fleming Parish will be 

unaffected, due to the lack of easy access that these new residents will have to 

the village of Stoke Fleming. However, if the boundary remains where it is, all 

the parish council tax revenue that is derived from these houses will go to 

Stoke Fleming whilst Dartmouth will have an increased burden on its council 

tax due to the arrival of 1000 more residents to the town. 

Prior to bringing this issue to the attention of Council, it had been hoped that 

the Councillors on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group along with the 

Clerk might have had a meeting with Stoke Fleming Parish, to do them the 

courtesy of explaining our predicament. Unfortunately, however, having been 

contacted by the Clerk, the Chairman of Stoke Fleming Parish Council made 

clear in his reply that no such meeting was to be afforded, which is 

unfortunate.  

As a result, the next course of action to rectify this issue would be to seek a 

boundary review from SHDC to rule on whether the Boundary should be 

redrawn. This would allow the collection of Council Tax from the Baker Estate 

to come to Dartmouth and thus allow us to invest that money on the services 

and facilities that these new residents will require. In my opinion, there is little 

doubt that this change would be the right and proper thing to do – both 

practically and morally. 

 



However, in order to require SHDC to carry out a boundary review, Dartmouth 

Parish must be able to show that it is the will of the people of Dartmouth. Thus 

we are required to hold a referendum of sorts needing the signatures of 

approximately 300 local people. This would make the process of carrying out 

such a review mandatory. 

I believe there is a clear principle here; that the Council Tax revenue from any 

new development should be available to the parish in which the costs of 

providing for that new community will fall, and clearly Dartmouth will be 

paying those costs in this case. It would be utterly wrong for the residents of 

Dartmouth to have to pay more Council Tax to pay those costs because the 

money from those new properties was being collected by a neighbouring 

parish. 

I would therefore like to propose that DTC agree to the setting up and 

promotion of a poll which will ask the townsfolk if they agree that a Boundary 

Revue should be enacted. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Cllr Adam Edsall 


