
Proposal for Lease Extension on the College Way Quarry Site, Dartmouth 

 

1. Site 

Former Sea Scout Hut site at the bottom of College Way, Dartmouth. Currently leased to Dartmouth 

Town Council for the location of their Grounds Team’s Depot 

2. Proposal 

To increase the area covered by the lease to encompass the whole of the former quarry floor and 

create a leased area of approximately 3 times the current size. 

3. Purpose 

The new space would be landscaped to provide a vital boat and trailer management area, close to 

the proposed new and enlarged slipway to be built alongside the Higher Ferry. 

4. Background 

As Dartmouth has flourished and grown into a modern market town it has always faced considerable 

topographical challenges in attempting to provide space for important community resources. There 

is very little available flat land in the town and much of what exists, already provides important 

facilities for the local community. In 2020 members of the Dartmouth Public Slipway Trust 

approached DTC to ask if space could be found for an area where boat owners, intending to launch 

and recover craft from the new slipway could temporarily locate their trailers and prepare their 

boats for sail or an onward journey by road. Currently, in the summer months, there is often a melee 

of trailers and boats dangerously abandoned on the road above the existing slipway with no facilities 

available to assist the various owners as they prepare their craft. With the improvement and 

enlargement of the slipway the Harbour Authority foresees a significant increase in traffic using this 

area, and as such, a new management facility is deemed vital. Thus, with limited opportunities for 

repurposing existing areas close to the slipway, attention then turned to the unused and overgrown 

waste ground behind the DTC’s Grounds Team Depot. 

5. Initial Consultation 

Initially Cllr Adam Edsall (DTC) approached the Captain of the BRNC through Cdr Ian Peattie to ask 

for their support for this venture. Through these discussions we have been able to survey the site to 

make sure, at an early stage, that it is suitable for the purpose and the plans from that survey are 

attached to this proposal. Now with the BRNC’s initial support we would like to ask the DIO to agree 

to an extension of the lease to encompass the entire quarry. The granting of this lease would of 

course be subject to agreement by all the parties, DIO, BRNC and DTC that the detailed plans drawn 

up, address all the concerns and issues that lie ahead. 

6. Benefits for the BRNC & DIO 

Aside from the obvious advantages of an increased rental for the new and enlarged lease, this 

project would be a concrete example of the BRNC and the town working hand-in-hand to improve 

the lives of the people of Dartmouth. The college and the town have always had a strong 

relationship and projects such as this can only strengthen that, helping the town to develop a 

valuable and important facility, whilst having a negligible impact on the college and its estate. 

 



7. In Conclusion 

Both DTC and the BRNC are well aware that there are many hurdles to be jumped and issues to be 

agreed between here and the realisation of any viable project, to transform this area of ground into 

a useful and functional facility. However, it is considered crucial at this early stage that we receive an 

initial agreement “in principle” to the project from the DIO in order that, DTC and the Slipway 

Project are able to begin the lengthy and expensive process of putting a viable plan together. We 

very much hope you can support such a worthwhile endeavour. 

 

 


